
ART COURSES AT BLHS
Art electives offered at Bluffton High School:

• Art History

• Ceramics I, II, III, IV(AP)

• Design I, II, III, IV(AP)

• Drawing I, II, III, IV(AP)

• Painting I, II, III, IV(AP)

• Media Arts I, II, III

• Photography I, II, III, IV(AP)

• Sculpture I, II, III, IV(AP)



ART HISTORY
• This course is designed to give students the opportunity to discover, appreciate, and 

acquire knowledge of art history through the ages, from the Paleolithic era to 
contemporary times. The students will learn to examine and critically analyze major 
forms of artistic expression from diverse cultures and understand their contributions to 
the arts. A variety of art media and styles will be studied as the students look at 
architecture, manuscripts, painting, drawing, printmaking and sculpture, as a reflection 
of a given civilization and time period. This class will give students the opportunity to 
use their prior knowledge of history, geography, politics, religion, languages, literature, 
and the visual arts.







DRAWING 1
• Drawing provides the foundation for development in the arts as a way to communicate, share 

thoughts and visualize concepts.  Through constant practice drawing students strengthen 
observation skills and stimulate creativity.  Experimentation in a wide variety of media and 
craftsmanship are equally stressed as students work through abstract, still life, landscape, 
urbanscape with 1, 2 and 3-point perspective, anatomy, the figure and portrait techniques using 
the design elements and principles to develop their artwork. 

• Textbook, class binder, sketchbook, digital portfolio.  Art fee applies



DRAWING 2 

• Students who have successfully completed Drawing 1 with a B average or better may expand their 
abilities experimenting with new directions, styles and media.  The process builds students’ confidence in 
reflecting thoughts and experiences.  Drawing 2 stresses the joy in the search and discovery of graphic 
expression so that students can develop a healthy attitude toward drawing that will serve them well in all 
future art classes.  Class critiques, well established in Design 1 and Drawing 1 continue as students use 
the elements and principles of design to create strong works of art built on unique concepts.

• Textbook, class binder, drawing kit, sketchbook, portfolio and digital portfolio.        Art fee applies



DRAWING 3 
HONORS/PORTFOLIO 
DEVELOPMENT 

• Accelerate your skills and fuel the intensity of your need to create.  Our course is designed to 
encourage fluency in drawing using techniques 

• are strongly rooted in academic rigor of studying the masters.  Your visual language will be 
expanded, you’ll be challenged to experiment and uncover new levels of self-reflection and 
self-discipline creating an altered book.  This is when you hone your edge developing a breadth 
portfolio of 12 pieces for scholarship competitions and college portfolio reviews.  Art work 
created is concept driven through group critiques. 

• Textbook, notebook, drawing kit, altered book, portfolio and digital portfolio.  
Art fee applies



ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 

STUDIO 
ART/DRAWING 

• The AP studio art program makes it possible for highly motivated high school 
seniors to do college level work.  Students are required to submit a portfolio 
of work, consisting of 24 quality artworks for evaluation at the end of the 
year, (first week of May) by the College Board as a performance based 
visual exam.  Each student develops and submits a portfolio that serves as a 
direct demonstration of achievement.  If the prerequisite is completed 
successfully then you already have your 12 breadth pieces showing mastery 
of diverse media ready.  Now it’s time to initiate your concentration; 
develop a series of 12 artworks showing growth and discovery involved with 
a compelling visual concept. Textbook, notebook, hardbound black sketch 
book, portfolio and digital portfolio, power point. 

prerequisite; B or better in Drawing 3, or Portfolio Review   
Art fee applies





PAINTING






